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Advices and Queries are clear on arms trading “Do you faithfully maintain our testimony that 
war and the preparation for war are inconsistent with the spirit of Christ?” 
 
This document will test our faith here and now in Malvern. 
 
The UK arms business 
 
The UK government has chosen to export arms (and torture equipment) to the world. We are 
not the only country to do this but remain the ?5th largest with a trade worth nearly £9bn a 
year employing about 142,000 people. Undoubtedly from a fiscal perspective, this lucrative 
export makes a significant contribution to our GDP. And this trade is not unregulated, all 
exporters must obtain a licence (the criteria are strict) from the government, before any sale 
can be completed. Unfortunately, the government doesn’t stick to its own criteria and rarely 
monitors the actual outcomes of the exports.  (Although DoT data shows that about one third 
of these exports are to countries on the Human Rights watchlist. This means that a very high 
proportion of the arms we export get into the wrong hands and end-up being used in the 
worst cases against unarmed civilians).  
 
A particularly bad example are the arms we sell to Saudi Arabia (£4.7 bn) which are used in 
civil war being fought in the Yemen to create what the UN has called the worst man-made 
humanitarian catastrophe in the world with 35,000 children under 5 dying in the last 2 years. 
And the licences are still being granted so that the trade and the killing continues. Most 
unusually the Court of Appeal has recently upheld a submission from Campaign Against the 
Arms Trade and deemed current arms sales to Saudi Arabia unlawful.  
We have asked Harriet Baldwin to ensure the government’s portfolio of licences is reviewed 
to assess implications for them. Currently arms sales to SA have been suspended and the 
Government is appealing the decision of the Court of Appeal. 
 
Clearly we are not living “in the virtue of that life that takes away the occasion of all wars”. 
 
Qinetiq in Malvern 
 
Qinetiq (headquartered in Farnborough) is the 5th largest arms dealer in the UK employing 
some 5200 people and has its “Cyber Information and Training” business centered in St 
Andrews Road Malvern. It’s a spin off from the Defence Research Establish privatised by the 
Labour government at the end of the last century and Qinetic sell arms* to 52 countries 
around the world (though the majority, 85%, are to UK, US and Australia). The base in 
Malvern is called The Malvern Technology Centre and Qinetic have confirmed that no 
armaments are made in or supplied from this site*; though it’s reasonable to assume that 
this development function is vital to the company’s success and the website boasts about it 
being the go-to company to ensure “a battle winning edge” (a quote from their website)  
A request for information about activities in Malvern has been received but our questions 
about the link between what happens in Malvern and the deaths of children in Yemen, was 
ignored. And Malvern has run, for the past 2 years an Arms Traders exhibition at the Three 
Counties showground; an event enhanced by a silent vigil at the exhibition’s entrance by 
local Quakers and others. 
 
It would be good to find out exactly what goes on at the Avenue Rd site but Qinetiq are being 
very coy about it. What is certain is that the Cyber Information will be critical to the 
development of more effective guided missiles, deadly drones and smarter bombs. This 
means there must be a link with what happens in the Yemen. It’s important to know what the 



connection is partly because our community should be aware of what is happening here and 
if we are to do anything about it we need to know how the technical skill might be used more 
productively for the world and the environment. The CAAT has produced some interesting 
research which should that arms production has similar skills and expertise to making wind 
and other turbines that produce renewable energy….much needed if our county is to rise to 
a Climate Emergency! 
 
Slavery and Arms sales; a common cause? 
 
The export of arms is akin to the export of slaves in the 17th and 18th century, very profitable, 
very cruel, certainly immoral and its abolition is well overdue as a moral and humanitarian 
issue. Apart from economic arguments to abolition the most usually used is that if we don’t 
sell arms others (USA, Russia, China,Germany, and France) certainly will. Much the same 
was said of slavery and if the trade is morally wrong we shouldn’t be doing it especially when 
the skills and resources used could be put to much more productive and environmentally 
useful objectives. Something that is morally wrong cannot be politically right. 
 
Next Steps 
 
We need to find out more about the arms trade in general, how it impacts on world peace, 
the climate emergency and what the contribution of Qinetiq in Malvern actually is. We could 
start by asking Qinetiq to talk to us! Or maybe people who work there could help us here. 
 
Finding out more about the Global Arms Trade Treaty, which does not ban arms sales but 
seeks to regulate them. 
 
We will then need a strategy of helping our local community decide how they feel about this 
and what if anything can be done about it; how swords could be turned to ploughshares by 
firms like Qinetiq using their skills to create new energy sources and join the much needed 
response to the climate emergency.. 
 
We also need to demonstrate our concern in Malvern with briefings, talks and vigils to raise 
the matter by linking with other groups such as CAAT and NFPB. 
 
We could also work to support other Quaker groups in relation to the DSEI Excel Exhibition 
in September and a similar show in  Paris later in the year, as part of a European campaign. 
 
And our banners which challenge arms firms to do something more socially productive with 
their skills and technologies will be put to regular use at the Three Counties Arms Fair in July 
and the DESI London show at the Excel Centre in London. 
 
Please join us in these peaceful demonstrations of our concerns and be part of the 
movement that halts this shameful trade! 
 
*None of the firms that sell arms make mention of this on their web sites and use words like 
defence, security and information. Many admit to partnerships and training (Qinetiq has 
recently signed a partnership deal with Saudi Arabia ……) 


